
Briefing Note on Supplementary Schools 

Nationally 

Established in 2006, the National Resource Centre for Supplementary Education 
(NRC) is a support network for supplementary schools. It is the only specialist 
support body for supplementary schools and the organisations that work with them. 
The NRC provides: 

 a National Quality Framework to ensure that supplementary schools meet 
minimum 

 standards, with basic policies and procedures in place which best protect and 
support 

 children 

 a free online directory of 2,800 community-led supplementary schools 

 a range of training programmes for community volunteers, local authorities, 
voluntary 

 sector and other organisations supporting the supplementary school sector 

 online resources for community volunteers running supplementary schools 

 advice and support for supplementary schools to develop partnerships with 

 mainstream schools and build strong community relationships 

 advice to local and central government to support the delivery of specific 
projects. 

 
The NRC is funded by charitable trusts, local authorities and subscriptions from 
supplementary schools. NRC provide a voluntary Code of Practice for 
Supplementary schools and an on-line checklist regarding Minimum requirements for 
safe out-of-school provision. A quality Framework covers: 

 Maintaining basic records to ensure children are safe 

 Appointing suitable staff and supervising teaching 

 Accommodating children in premises that are safe 

 Creating an effective learning environment 
 

Locally  

Prevent and Safeguarding Support 

A Bi-borough (H & F / K&C) Prevent network for supplementary schools has been 

established. This extends beyond radicalisation and includes a wider safeguarding 

agenda. Locally Prevent has led on and developed a safeguarding toolkit for 

supplementary schools. A series of workshops were held with Supplementary 

Schools to support use of the toolkit. Tri-borough Prevent is seen by the DfE and 

Home Office as leading the way and representatives from both Depts. have visited 

our local team to find out more about the initiatives we are working on.  

The Tri Borough Safeguarding in Schools and Education Officer has also enabled 

Supplementary Schools to link into the LSCB Safeguarding training. Training 

sessions are specially convened on Saturdays for community groups.  

SOBUS 



Support for supplementary schools in Hammersmith and Fulham is provided by 

‘Sobus’ – a Community Development Agency for Hammersmith & Fulham, which has 

been created through the merger of the Community and Voluntary Sector 

Association Hammersmith & Fulham (CaVSA) and the Fulham Community 

Partnership Trust (FCPT). 

Sobus has highlighted the vital role supplementary schools provide to pupils in 

learning community languages which are not taught within school timetable.  

Sobus has been co-ordinating the Hammersmith & Fulham Supplementary Schools 
Network for many years. The Network is open to all supplementary school 
supporting children in Hammersmith Fulham that meet eligibility criteria based on 
NRC standards.  
Support provided includes: 

 Network meetings – encourage partnership funding bids  

 Signing up to the NRCS Quality Framework for Supplementary Schools 

 Small Grants programme funded by John Lyon’s Charity, and other funders in 
the past (this has come to an end but discussions are continuing how to carry 
on this programme) 

 Fundraising advice 

 Organisational Development 

 Partnership working 

 Providing regular training sessions, which on topics such as ‘effective 
teaching methods’ and ‘safeguarding’. 

 
Funding changes  
In the future the small grants programme including funding from the John Lyon’s 
Charity will be coordinated by the new Young Hammersmith and Fulham 
Foundation.  
The Foundation will be defining an offer, which will include: 

 Fundraising opportunities – Highlighting suitable grants and bringing 
groups together to form partnership bids 

 Organisational development – Training and support for members to become 
more robust and sustainable 

 Young Hammersmith & Fulham Foundation Small Grants programme – 
Funding that will be tailored for your needs 

 Venue bank – Unlocking spaces for members to access and deliver from 
 
Sobus have noted that Supplementary Schools are: 

 Finding it difficult to access suitable space and facilities. Supplementary 
Schools are looking for support to engage with mainstream school to access 
facilities.  

 Seeking advice and information on funding opportunities. 

 Seeking help from mainstream schools with performance tracking of pupils. 
This would help to demonstrate whether Supplementary Schools are making 
a difference and potentially help support funding bids. 

 

 


